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Introduction General introduction

General introduction

Literary doppelgängers
Published in the same year
Same genre—"Imperial" Gothic [2]/invasion novels
Similarly regarded by contemporary critics — not as "elevated horror" or "serious"
literature
Neither book on the radar of scholarly criticism until the 1980s

The Beetle more successful upon publication, and probably maintained an edge by
the 1920s (some even claim late 1920s).
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Introduction General introduction

Present day popularity and prestige of the two novels
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Introduction General introduction

The position of the novels on the "Canonicity/Popularity" spectrum
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Theoretical considerations New outlook on canonicity

New outlook on canonicity

Canonicity⇒ Cultural longevity
Collective memory and attention [3]
Clash between the opposed processes of:

Decay of collective memory and attention [4]
Cumulative advantage, Matthew effect, preferential attachment [6, 1]

Maintenance of unbroken chains of cultural transmission
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Theoretical considerations "Extremistan" and "Mediocristan"

"Extremistan" and "Mediocristan"

"Extremistan" - environment where small variations make a large impact on the
aggregate. Found in social, man-made aspects of human society: wealth, success of
cultural production. Power law distribution.
"Mediocristan" - small deviations, low randomness: height, weight. Normal
distribution. [5]
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Possible factors General

Possible factors for the divergent longevity of Dracula and The
Beetle

Early discrepancy because of ads/promotion/publisher clout, later repaired by
objective quality?
Overreliance on a topic of contemporary cultural interest, that did not work for
subsequent generations of readers?
Generic/tropical blurriness — difficulty to engrain itself in certain generic and
tropical traditions?
Differences of emotional valence (negativity bias)?
Film adaptations contributing to cumulative advantage?
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Possible factors Discrepancy of advertisement and promotion?

Discrepancy of advertisement and promotion?

Publishers of The Beetle
Skeffington (1897-1907)
T. Fisher Unwin (1907-1917)
Putnam (1917-?)

Publishers of Dracula
Archibald Constable and Co. (1897-1912)
William Rider and Son (1912-?)

No visible difference in breadth and intensity of promotion

S. Veleski · Navigating "Extremistan" · November 8, 2020 8 / 17



Possible factors Late Victorian interest in Egyptology

Late Victorian interest in Egyptology

Year Author Title

1901 F.A.D. The Pharaohs of the West
1900 Edward Arthur Haggard The Kiss of Isis
1900 James Bagnall Stubbs The Order of Isis
1899 Ellsworth Douglass Pharaoh’s Broker
1899 Guy Boothby Pharos the Egyptian
1899 E. Livingston Prescott Illusion
1899 George Alfred Henty At Aboukir and Acre
1898 Clive Holland An Egyptian Coquette
1898 Henry Richard Savage In the Shadow of the Pyramids
1897 Charles Henry Butcher Armenosa of Egypt
1897 St. George Henry Rathborne Masked in Mystery
1895 Headon Hill His Egyptian Wife
1894 S. R. Crockett The Raiders
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Possible factors Generic/tropical blurriness

Generic/tropical blurriness of The Beetle?
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Possible factors Generic/tropical blurriness

High emotional valence as a transmission blocker?
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Possible factors Adaptations as cumulative advantage

Adaptations as cumulative advantage
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Possible factors Adaptations as cumulative advantage

Adaptations as cumulative advantage
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Possible factors Adaptations as cumulative advantage

Fissure in the chain?
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Conclusion

Conclusion

No evidence for significant differences in advertisement and promotion in early
editions
Egypt-related topics do not appear to be "transmission blockers"
Generic bluriness could have contributed to early success, might have been a
"transmission blocker" later on; failure to latch onto established tropes possible
factor
High emotional valence not a factor in this particular case
Film adaptations crucial, poor adaptability of The Beetle possible "transmission
blocker"
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